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After all, though, the variability of the ultimate foundation
of law is no other than that to which the realisation of moral
norms is subject What is moral is never completed; it is
always in the process of becoming. Hence our investigation
of moral norms can never amount to more than the establish-
ment of those fundamental principles which are recognised
as valid for the existing stage of moral development And
in like manner, whatever fundamental norms of law may be
discovered are to be regarded simply as those accessible to
our present knowledge. This does not mean that their
significance is merely ephemeral. Rather, the constancy and
regularity of all psychical development are such that the
present state of things is the ripe fruit of all the develop-
ment that has gone before and the germ of all that is to
follow. But there are various stages in the subjective attitude
of the mind towards a given product set in the stream of
time. At first, to the eye of prejudice, it seems eternal, A
more comprehensive survey shows it to be transitory, and
it is therefore held to have no permanent value. Finally, to
the far-reaching vision there is discovered an element of
permanence in all that is transitory; and what passes away
is seen to have enduring value as the germ of future evolu-
tion.

In consequence of the great number of external aids that
are needed to support the system of law, and as a result
of the greater practical importance of particular precepts
compared with the ultimate foundations on which they rest,,
even the special and individual norms of law are usually
hidden from observation* Still more, of course, do the
fundamental norms to which these refer escape attention*
This is why in the realm of law what is variable and histori-
cally conditioned seems so preponderant Yet we must
suppose that the fundamental norms of law are no more
variable than the moral norms. For in the sense maintained